WORLD ALPACA CONFERENCE 2008
By Heather Vickery, Convenor
Planning is now well under way for the World Alpaca Conference to be held in March next year.   The venue, Dockside, centrally located at Cockle Bay in Darling Harbour overlooks the beautiful waterway of Sydney Harbour and is within walking distance of downtown Sydney, China Town and the various attractions on offer at Darling Harbour.

A programme has been put together for the week leading up to and including the Conference.  We feel that this programme offers something for everyone, be they from overseas, interstate or local.  These activities leading up to the Conference are optional.
The week’s programme starts with the two day alpaca judging at the Sydney Royal Agricultural Show on 22 and 23 March.  For those wishing to attend the judging buses will be available along with entry tickets to the Show.  On Monday 24 March there will be a visit to the Hunter Valley to take in a vineyard or two and a display of Australian Alpaca Craft. 

The following day will begin with a visit to the Australian Wool Testing Authority in Guildford in the morning.  From there we will proceed to Illawarra Alpaca Stud for a typical ‘Aussie’ barbecue lunch and a tour around this famous, well appointed stud.  The tour will take in the beautiful sights of the South Coast including the amazing Seacliff Bridge.   On Wednesday we are off again, this time to the Southern Highlands where we will visit Pacofino Stud in the morning for those interested in suris.  This will be followed by lunch at the historic village of Berrima before continuing on to Coolaroo Alpaca Stud and then back to Sydney.  Thursday will be at a leisurely pace as we enjoy lunch while cruising around beautiful Sydney Harbour.

On Friday the Fleece Expo will be held featuring speakers such as Cameron Holt, Dr Jim Watts (SRS® Breeding System), Robert Mortimer and Lyn Dickson to name a few.  This will be followed by conference registration and a welcoming cocktail party.
On Saturday the Conference begins and over the next two days speakers such as Paul Taylor (Frozen Embryo), Pierre Baychelier, Dr Jane Wheeler and her husband Dr Raul Rosadio, to name a few.  The Presidents attending from overseas will also be speaking.  This evening the Gala Dinner and Fashion Parade will be held.  The Fashion Parade will be preceded by a Dreamtime sequence which will be performed by a group of aboriginal dancers and musicians setting the mood for a truly magical evening.

Sunday will be the last day of the conference and among other sessions, will feature an international forum that will take us ‘Around the World in 80 Minutes’.
A travel agent, Allworld Travel has been appointed to arrange all accommodation requirements as well as help you plan a visit to other parts of Australia if you so desire.  

They can be contacted by clicking on the link on the AAA website www.alpaca.asn.au or through www.allworld.com.au 
